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A Message from  

Executive Director, Leisa Pollander 

Supporting youth is the key to a successful future and in order to 
develop our youth we must first supply them with opportunities. 
Our mission is to help our children realize their full potential 
through educational and recreational opportunities because often 
times the kids of our North End community donôt get the chance to 
meet their full potential due to circumstances outside of their  
control. The unfortunate truth is that a lot of the diverse population 
we serve is stuck in the cycle of poverty, and to mitigate this we 
must continue to develop our youth, so that in the future they will 
be the ones to break this cycle.  
 
Giving freedom of choice to underprivileged youth can be the key 
to understanding the possibilities of their future. These  
realizations are built through learning, and our programs strive to 
provide children with a variety of unique offerings to engage their 
young minds. We must show children that just because they 
might not have as many tangible things, there is a trove of  
information they can gain through our programs that can affect 
their lives in substantial ways. We want to give our kids the tools 
to build themselves a prosperous future.  
 
To ensure this prosperity, children need the chance to flourish in 
their youth, and for this to be possible children need opportunities 
to find their passion. Educating children in our New Arrivals  
program educates our thriving and diverse new American  
population by helping them through the culture transition and 
breaking the language barrier. Our plethora of other programs, 
including Afterschool, Preschool and Summer allow families to 
leave their children in a safe, caring environment filled with fun 
and engaging activities that continue developing their minds,  
bodies and spirits. Parents can work or seek education and feel 
confident that their children are being looked after by a supportive 
staff. This breeds hope for parents of the community. 

 
Sara Holbrook works for the people of the community, and this 
has been a constant since 1937. The North End is a melting pot, 
full of people from all walks of life, which is a beautiful sight to see 
and we want to see it blossom. We want to be an integral part of 
this growing community by helping however we can, just as many 
of you have done. Much of what we have been able to accomplish 
has been through the support of the community. Itôs this  
unwavering backing that instills hope within us at Sara Holbrook. 
We have a profound appreciation for all the support weôve  
received. Thanks you for all the help you all have given!  
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SHCC FACTS 

9 PROGRAMS THAT SERVE OUR COMMUNITY 

3 LOCATIONS FOR AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMS 

1101 CHILDREN SERVED  

250 INDIVIDUALS AND THEIR FAMILIES FED WITH OUR  
EMERGENCY FOOD SHELF  

The mission of the Center is to develop responsible and productive  

children, youth and families through social development,  

educational and recreational opportunities. 


